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Grapevine Appeal
The Ascott Grapevine is provided
FREE to every household in Ascott
and we wish this to continue for a
long time to come.

Although ‘The Grapevine’ does re-
ceive support from the Parish
Council and the PCC, it only raises
a limited amount of revenue from
advertising. The Ascott Grapevine
survives mainly on donations.  If
you would like to help The Ascott
Grapevine continue, any donation
large or small would be ap-
preciated. You can give a donation
to any member of the editorial
team.

If there is an aspect of village life not
already covered in The Ascott
Grapevine please contact a member
of the team to discuss your ideas.

Articles for the next issue of The As-
cott Grapevine should be submitted
by 4th February 2014

Articles submitted after this date may
not be included.

Call 01993 831023 or email:
wendypearse@btinternet.com

The Editorial Team:

Stuart Fox, Elaine Byles,
Wendy Pearse, Keith Ravenhill

Content & Editorial Policy
If you have an article, story or poem
you would like to submit for publication
The Ascott Grapevine editorial team
would love to hear from you. Material
for publication is gratefully accepted.
Due to space considerations material
may not be used immediately but may
be held over to be included in a later
issue.

The Grapevine editorial team reserve
the right to shorten, amend or reject
any material submitted for publication.

Opinions expressed in contributions
are not necessarily those of the edi-
torial team.

****************
Advertising Rates

 £16.00 full page

 £11.00 half page

 £6.00 quarter page

Advertising Discount:

Book and pay in advance for four is-
sues and receive one advert FREE.

Only if possible, any adverts submit-
ted for publication should be in any
of the following formats: .jpg .tif .png
.bmp .emf .gif .svg .wmf but other
formats can be used.

To advertise in our Local Business Directory (see Page 64), please contact Wendy
Pearse 01993 831023 or wendypearse@btinternet.com.  The cost is  £5 per year
but inclusion is free for our existing advertisers.
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SERVICES AT ASCOTT CHURCH 2013
Sunday 8th Dec  10.00am Holy Communion

Sunday 15th Dec 4.00pm Service of 9 Lessons and Carols

Sunday 22nd Dec 8.00am Holy Communion

 Christmas Eve 3.00pm Crib Service

Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Service

Christmas Day 10.00am Christmas Service

Local Churches
United Benefice
Rev’d Kate Stacey Tel: 01993
832514

St Mary’s Shipton
Churchwarden James Walmsley
01993 830842

SS Simon & Jude, Milton
Churchwarden Mike Hartley
01993 830160

St John the Baptist
Fifield, St Nicholas,
Idbury
Churchwarden Pat Yaxley 01993
831385

Society of Friends
(Quakers), Burford
Nigel Braithwaite 01993 831282

Wychwood Baptist,
Milton
Pastor John Witts 01993 832865

Burford Methodist
Minister Rev’d Peter Goodhall
01993 845322

Westcote Methodist
Tony Gibson 01993 830699
Mairi Radcliffe 01993831472

Roman Catholic
SS John Fisher & Thomas
More, Burford

Holy Trinity, Chipping Norton

Our Lady and St Kenelm, Stow-
in-the-Wold

St Teresa, Charlbury
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News from the Church
While I was explaining where Je-
sus was born to a group of children
I asked them to tell me what they
saw in the manger scene. “Ani-
mals” “Shepherds” “A baby.”

“That’s right” I said. I wanted to
emphasize the fact that the manger
was in fact a feed box for animals
and not a very special place. One
little hand shot into the air and
without waiting shouted, “That’s not
Jesus, that’s just a baby.” I ex-
plained that Jesus was in all re-
spects just like us -he was born, he
spent time as a baby, as a child,
and even as a teenager before he
was Jesus the man.

I think the fact that God chooses to
reveal God’s own image in a baby
is troubling-it is so vulnerable. It is
so open to being wounded. The
Bible’s image of a child in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger
is pushing us to think in ways that
do not come naturally.

The word ‘vulnerable’ comes from
the Latin word for ‘wound’. Being
born of a woman, God is opening
God’s self to being wounded. It is
Gods vulnerability that is

so profound during the Christmas
season.

Being vulnerable is, perhaps, the
core of being Christian. We spend so
much time protecting ourselves, in-
suring ourselves, defending our-
selves. This season let us
contemplate what it means to be vul-
nerable before God and each other.

Faith is not about greater security but
rather greater vulnerability. Remem-
ber the 23rd Psalm: “though I walk in
the valley of the shadow of death I
fear no evil; for you are with me.”

Perhaps being in the “valley of the
shadow” is not a place we mistakenly
find ourselves and then take comfort
in God’s presence with us. First we
find comfort and strength in God’s
presence and then we willingly make
ourselves vulnerable by stepping into
life’s challenges, risking our beloved
security, and so become a vulnerable
servant of a vulnerable servant – Je-
sus Christ.

With every blessing for Christmas
and the New Year"

Andrew Thayer
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With 9 different themed Ascott Tea
afternoons served in Church and The
Christmas Fair kindly hosted by Phil
and Helen Pratley on November 23rd,
it has been an incredible year! Every-
one involved has put a considerable
amount of time and elbow grease in
producing a different theme each
month. Working conditions have
sometimes been challenging (!) in
Church, but the service remained
seamless to those enjoying the teas
and delicious homemade cakes. The
Christmas Fair was an extra treat
thanks to Phil and Helen, who not only
put up the marquees, tables etc. in
their garden, but invited 15 stall-hold-
ers to come and sell, who in turn then
generously gave 10% of their takings
to the Church. We hope you managed

to start your Christmas Shopping and
enjoy the refreshments, and perhaps
you were lucky enough to win one of
the brilliant raffle prizes.

In addition to the Ascott Teas held in
the Church, ‘The Harmonics’ from
Bloxham School gave a brilliant per-
formance back in June. It was a sell
out evening and another successful
fund raising event.

So thank you to everyone who has
supported the teas, the concert, or
both, because the money raised, (al-
though yet to be finalised) will have
certainly reached £5,000 plus, a mag-
nificent achievement!

Debra, Jacquie, Mary and Louise.

Fund raising for our Village
Church

Contributions
If you have anything you would like to have included in the Grapevine,
please feel free to send your contribution to any of the editors listed below
and we will see if it can be used for any of the future editions. This maga-
zine is for you, residents of Ascott.

Stuart Fox stuart@cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk

Wendy Pearse wendypearse@btinternet.com

Elaine Byles elaine.byles@bioch.ox.ac.uk

Keith Ravenhill keith.ravenhill@talktalk.net
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head, prove that the Scots are not so
easily deterred.

Our hosts, who garden on the tip of a
spit of land jutting out into Loch Ewe
on the far west coast of Scotland in
Wester Ross, have been intrepid and
brave in planting a garden which ech-
oes the surrounding beauty. They are
exposed on all sides to gale-force
winds, sea spray and very poor soil,
which, due the topography, is often
water-logged. They are however,
blessed with the Gulf Stream which in
most years protects them from frosts
and long lying snow.

Without attempting to block out the
stunning views of loch and mountains
with a tough and high shelter-belt of
Rowans, Escallonia and Olearia, and
then plant a range of exotic flowers
within the confined sanctuary, they
have used plants which can withstand
the conditions and in their habit reflect
the surrounding wild flora. There is no
sudden visual jarring between the gar-
den and the surrounding landscape;
one almost seamlessly melds into the
other.

That is not to say this is a wild garden,
far from it. The borders are well-kept
and ordered, but the planting is both
refined and natural. It is perhaps akin
to Derek Jarman's coastal garden
near Dungeness, Kent, but devoid of
the flotsam and jetsam which adorn
that strange but fascinating creation.
The garden designer Dan Pearson
also works in what might be described
as a 'context-sensitive' style using cul-

The Road to the Isles
On an Autumn visit to the rugged
West Coast of Scotland I was capti-
vated by the spectrum of colours in
the landscape. Slate-blue mountains,
crimson carpets of heather, fast ma-
turing into shades of mustard-yellow
and ochre, and the limitless colours
and textures of the seaweed. Bog
Myrtle provides a beautiful perfume
when crushed, which must surpass
any garden plant, except perhaps old
roses and pinks. This a land where
crocosmia grows wild and pink thrift
adorns the deserted sandy beaches.
There are still some remnants of the
ancient Caledonian pine forests with
their Pinus sylvestris, twisted by the
gales and snow, to resemble giant
bonsai trees with their contorted
boughs. The variety of wild flowers is
daunting to the casual botanist. We
were too late in the year to see the
Bog Asphodel flowering in it's sul-
phur-yellow glory, but it was still re-
splendent with it tufts of
brick-orange/pinkish seed heads
shaking in the breeze. The dye ob-
tained from it has long been used in
the Highlands, and one can see the
inspiration for the colours of the tar-
tan and tweed cloth in all the hues of
the landscape.

When presented with such natural
beauty, it is difficult to see how Scot-
tish gardeners can compete. Why not
throw in the ‘trowel’, stop battling with
the harsh climate and just enjoy the
view? Famous Scottish gardens like
Inverewe, Crathes Castle and Park-

Gardening in Ascott
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tivated plants which are closely relat-
ed to, or similarly structured, to their
nearby wild relations, thus blurring
the boundaries of the garden. Dan
Pearson's book The Garden, A Year
at Home Farm is a revelatory read
and could probably be obtained by
ordering a copy at one our local li-
braries.

The salt-tolerant Escallonia,
Olearia,and Rosa Rugosa have been
used, but also crocosmia, the Scot-
tish roses - Rosa pimpinellifolia (or as
they are now known Rosa spinosissi-
ma),  Persicarias and Phormiums
which have proved particularly adapt-
able. Whilst the salty winds do not
quite reach us here in Ascott, the
winters can be harsh, and certainly in
my garden the wind can be strong
and destructive, so perhaps I might
consider some of the Scottish roses
for my boundaries and even a few
more crocosmia!

We spent a wonderful week in our
friends’ village of Altbea surrounded
by both the beauty of man's (or in this
case woman's) cultivation, and be-
yond, the majesty of the natural land-
scape of mountains and water. The
area is well worth a visit for the keen
gardener. The famous Inverewe Gar-
dens are nearby, as is the National
Collection Holder for pre-1930 daffo-
dils, and a great small nursery - Gar-
den Cottage Plants which is well
worth a visit. The nursery's informa-
tion leaflet says it all - 'our stock re-
flects the prevailing conditions
hereabouts, lots of salty wind, high
rainfall, fairly mild but long winters,
poor shallow highly acidic peaty
soils'. Never again shall I complain

about difficult gardening conditions
here in Ascott!

Inverewe Gardens
The Gulf Stream’s effect up on that
West Coast has enabled the fine In-
verewe Garden to grow an amazing
range of plants which would be con-
sidered tender in most of the British
Isles apart from the far West. This
lush tropical garden on the edge of
Loch Ewe is encased by over 100
acres of woodland shelter-belt. The
garden was started by Osgood Mac-
Kenzie in 1862 and it contains a vast
range of exotic plants from all around
the world. Plants from New Zealand
and Tasmania are in abundance, but
also China, Nepal and the Indian
subcontinent have their representa-
tives here. Olearia thrives here and is
also tolerant of the salty wind.
Phormiums flourish, and even if their
strap-like leaves are shredded by the
winter gales, they push up masses of
new growth in spring, and with a bit
of housework, are in fine fettle by mid
summer.

The walled kitchen-garden at In-
verewe is a delight in summer and a
perfect example of the gardening
possibilities in the far north. When we
visited in October the garden was
littered with giant pumpkins, and the
gardeners were still bedding out ten-
der salvias and penstemons; frosts
really must be rare on this part of the
coast!
(continue overpage)
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A memento of
Scottish Travels
I have returned home from the North
with a present of Blue Himalayan
Poppy seeds, Meconopsis betonicifo-
lia. Originating from the lush, moun-
tainous regions of south-eastern
Tibet, this magical plant requires a
cool, sheltered position in order to
survive.  These sky-blue poppies
love the cool air of Scotland, so in the
warmer south can be a trifle difficult,
firstly to get the seed to germinate,
and then to flourish in a hot year.
However, given our position here in
the Cotswolds, I am going to give
them a chance.

It is best to start propagation at any
time from early February to the end
of March, and seeds should be sown
on to damp kitchen paper towels.

Carefully roll up the damp towel with
the seeds and place it in a plastic bag
sealing the end, then put the whole
thing into the salad compartment of
the fridge for four weeks in order to
break the seeds’ dormancy.

After this cold treatment period, they
can be sown in a seed tray using
good-quality seed compost and left
uncovered by compost or gravel.  In
order to germinate, they need a cool,
light position, out of the sun, and the
compost should be kept moist at all
times.

Since they love the acid soil of Scot-
land, and presumably Tibet, even if I
am able to get them through this
tricky germination stage, they may
not thrive here in Ascott, but I will try
to mimic their native growing condi-
tions the best I can and just hope!

Madeline Galistan
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Would you like a weekly
visitor?  Would you like
someone to drive you
somewhere? Would you
like someone to give you
a regular break from your
caring responsibilities?
Cotswold Volunteers North provides
befriending services, carer respite
services and community transport to
your village.

We have found that many people,
who are often elderly and frail, be-
come lonely as they do not have local
family or friends who are able to visit
them. They also struggle to get out
and about as much as they used to
and spend a lot of time alone at
home. In some cases kind neighbours
call in and visit regularly, but this is
not always possible. People who care
for a loved one often find it difficult to
take a break, especially if their loved
one cannot be left alone. A weekly
visit from a befriender, who will sit
with your loved one while you take
some much needed respite, might be
just what you were looking for. You
might want to take the dog for a walk,
go to the shops, visit family or friends
or just catch up on some much-need-
ed sleep.

People who can no longer drive them-
selves to their medical appointments,
or to visit family and friends, to get to
the shops, or the hairdresser, some-
times need the help of community
transport. Maybe on this occasion a
friend or family member is not availa-
ble to take them, maybe there is no
public transport available, or public
transport is just too difficult to use.

If you would like a regular visitor to
call in to your home and visit you, if
you are a full-time carer and would
like a regular break from your caring
responsibilities, or if you would like to
get out and about a bit more and
would like to book community trans-
port;

If you have a little free time and can
volunteer to help us run any of our
community services; if you can drive
people to their doctors’ appointments,
sit and chat to someone while their
carer takes a break, provide a weekly
visit to someone who has very little
social contact, please call us now. A
little bit of your time can make a big
difference to someone’s life.

For more information please contact:

Tel: 01608 651415 or 01608 652019

Email:
kirsty@cotswoldvolunteers.com  or
helen@cotswoldvolunteers.com

Cotswold Volunteers North
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A very happy Christmas and New
Year to you all and let’s hope that it is
a good one for everyone.

Winter is the ideal time for reading.
The thought of curling up somewhere
warm and free from the guilt of work in
the garden or other outside chores is
delightful. So come along and take out
an armful of books and enjoy yourself.
We have so many new titles coming in
regularly there will be something here
to tempt you. Or borrow something to
further your knowledge or skills during
these long winter evenings.

We are now able to offer you a Chip
and Pin credit card and debit card
service on our self service machines.
Use this to pay for your fines and oth-
er library costs. The minimum amount
payable is £1 and the process is simi-
lar to self service at your local super-
market.

I am always reminding you that it is
not necessary to incur fines as we
have several systems available to pre-
vent this. Letting us have your email
address will enable you to receive a
prompt three days in advance of your
books due date. You can also tele-
phone the 24 hour renewals hotline on
0845 1202811.

Check out our website for children
www.oxme.info.

This includes a special section with
activities and information for different
ages.
Boombox for 8 – 12 year olds

Oxcentric for young people aged 13 –
19

Details of story times, rhyme times and
other events in libraries can be found
on the library website
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.

Another recommended website is
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/heritagesearch

This allows you to:
Investigate local history online, find out
about our museum objects and search
our online catalogues.

Also try
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshirehist
ory

and discover the original documents
and other resources in the Oxfordshire
History Centre. They are based in St
Luke’s Church, Temple Road, Cowley
but have some parking spaces availa-
ble.

Here they collect, preserve and make
available archives, photographs and
printed material related to Oxfordshire
and its history.

Our computer training classes have
started but there could still be space
available in the New Year to fit you in.
So much information is available online
these days and so much of life is gov-
erned by being able to use these re-
sources and we are here to help you
with this. Give us a call or pop in to
book a time.

Wychwood Library
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Do visit us also for our regular events;
weekly Wednesday coffee mornings,
two reading groups per month, fort-
nightly IKNIT knitting and craft morn-
ing, Poetry and also Philosophy
groups and our junior Wychwood

Wordpeckers reading discussion
group which will continue in the New
Year.

We look forward to your visits from
Ruth and Liz

Opening Times:
Monday:  2.00pm to 7.00pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday:  9.30am to 1.00pm
  2.00pm to 5.00pm
Thursday: Closed
Friday: 2.00pm to 7.00pm
Saturday:  9.00am to 1.00pm

Regular Activities:
Monday – Friday Mornings Pre-school
Contact:  Mrs Pauline Plant 07968006451
Wednesday Night 6pm – 6.45pm Circuits
Contact:  Simon Gidman 01993 831479
Friday Afternoons Piano Lessons
Contact:  Pauline Carter 01993 774568
Post Office open every Friday afternoon 2pm – 4pm

Special Events:
Saturday 14th December Village Pantomime
Saturday 25th January Anniversary Dance
 Ceilidh with the Marlborough Ceilidh Band
 Tickets £15 including 2 course supper - bar available
 Please contact Simon (831479) or Ingrid (830612)

TIDDY HALL
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If it is true, what I overheard in the
shop recently, then I feel proud to be
living in such a caring village like As-
cott.

I heard these two ladies saying be-
cause of the success of the pensioner
lunch every Tuesday in The Swan,
Parish Councillors from the High
Street have decided to have a rota
system whereby one of them every
Tuesday morning into the afternoon,
patrols the road between the corner of
the High Street and the green, to as-
sist pensioners to cross the road in
safety, if they wish to get to The Swan
for lunch. This service would not be
available to OAP’s living off Shipton
Road, it was thought they could quite
easily get on the bus at the bottom of
Maple Way and get off at the post box
a few yards from The Swan.

I also thought I overheard them say
the Parish Council had obtained a
wheelchair and were prepared to offer
infirmed OAP’s who live in the High
Street the service of pushing them to
The Swan for lunch and the return
journey home afterward, however,
they required 24 hours notice, they
also reserved the right, that should
they think their client was too inebriat-

ed, they would be asked to blow
into a plastic bag, should they be
over the stated alcohol limits, the
OAP would be left to sleep it off
near the church gate and covered
with a thick plastic sheet if it is rain-
ing.

This service will not be available to
senior citizens living in Dawls Close
or Maple Way, so it looks like we
poor OAP’s living in the lower end
of the village have missed out once
again.

If it is true what I heard these two
ladies saying, then I say three
cheers for Ascott P.C. Hip hip hoo-
ray, hip hip hooray, hip hip hooray.
Can there be a more caring parish
council anywhere? Certainly not in
other villages in The Evenlode Val-
ley

I know money doesn’t grow on
trees, but I look forward to the day
when the Ascott P.C.  purchase
more wheelchairs so that we OAP’s
can go and play 5-a-side wheel-
chair football in the Tiddy Hall every
Tuesday afternoon after a good
lunch in The Swan.

Fred Russell

Care in the Community

Eureka! I have found the answer, which came first, the chicken or the egg?
The chicken came first, it’s got longer legs. An egg can also be seen to
run, but only when it’s boiled for under three minutes.
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Imagine an organisation where peo-
ple give their time voluntarily to make
life better for older folk in our commu-
nity.  Imagine an organisation where
there are sixty
(yes, that’s six
zero!) of
these decent,
kind, people:
Drivers volun-
teering  to
ferry people
to and fro,
Cooks prepar-
ing wonderful
lunches and
helpers mak-
ing sure the
members are
safe, well
cared for and,
yes - loved.

Well, you
don’t have to
imagine it.
That is the
Wychwood
Day Centre.

So what do
we do?  Well, we hold a regular
weekly meeting for up to 22 elderly
people, where they can enjoy com-
pany, friendship, stimulating activities
and a hot home-made meal in happy
and secure surroundings.  Recently
we have also started a monthly club
for a larger more diverse group
called The Good Companions, which

has a varied programme of activities
such as film shows, musical events
and trips to places of interest.

In the middle of all this
activity is our wonder-
ful Day Centre Man-
ager, Katherine
Gidman from Ascott
who makes it all run
smoothly week after
week after week.  In
fact she has been
making everything all
right for ten years
now!  And we thought
it was time to cele-
brate!

And although we
wanted to celebrate
Katherine’s enormous
contribution to the Day
Centre we also want-
ed to celebrate the
contribution of all of
the volunteers who
make it possible, our
members who make it
so worthwhile and re-
warding and, not least

-  the fifteenth anniversary of the Day
Centre itself!

The Day Centre opened in the Spring
of 1998, and we had a couple of extra
special guests at our party.  David
Baxter from Milton who was one of
the original Day Centre committee
and we were also delighted to see

Wychwood Day Centre
Celebrates

Marie Moss thanking
Katherine Gidman

Katherine acknowledging
and thanking Marie
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one of the original members, Marie
Moss from Ascott, who was there to
celebrate her regular attendance
since the very beginning.

It’s been an eventful year for us.  We
started the Good Companions. We
upgraded the cooker in the Beacons-
field Hall
with a very
generous
grant from
the Co-op.
And, in a
time of
spending
cuts in local
govern-
ment, Ox-
fordshire
County
Council ac-
tually in-
creased our
funding.
This impor-
tant grant now covers about half of
our costs, the rest we raise through
events and donations.

We had much to celebrate.

We had well over 60 members and
volunteers at our joint anniversary
party.  The excellent food was provid-

ed by Sandra Woodward and Kay
Shortland. With good food and good
company we all had a fine time.  It
was a fitting tribute to everyone who
makes the Day Centre the truly ex-
cellent facility that it is.

The Wychwood Day Centre meets at
the Bea-
consfield
Hall in
Shipton.
But don’t
think that is
the only
place it
serves.
We have
members
and volun-
teers from
Ascott,
Shipton
and Milton
and others
from as far

afield as Bruern and Leafield.

If you would like to help or you know
someone who would benefit from
Day Centre membership please call
Lee 832216 or email
klgidman@gmail.com

Grand Opera is where the heroine takes 2 hours to die, where for most of us, it
takes a life time.

Maestro Ball Point was not only a great virtuoso but a fine athlete. He
could play the minute waltz in under ten seconds.
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Witney Car Parking Changes
Time limits at two Witney car parks will be changing this month to better
meet demand for short-stay parking.

West Oxfordshire District Council is making the changes from the 21st Oc-
tober, ahead of the busy Christmas period. These will take place at the fol-
lowing car parks and include:

● Woolgate Car Park - switching 144 long-stay (9-hour) spaces to 3-
hour. The Woolgate Centre is the town’s busiest car park and this will
help to meet demand for short-stay parking there. Short-stay parking will
continue throughout the rest of the car park.

● Marriotts Walk Multi-Storey: Turning the top two floors (145 spac-
es, Levels 7-8) into 9-hour spaces, instead of 5-hour. These two levels
are currently under-used and by moving long-stay parking here, it will
help to free-up more spaces for short-stay parking at the Woolgate. The
rest of the car park will continue to have a 3-hour time limit.

Parking remains free and the overall number of short-stay (1,387) and
long-stay (408) spaces in the town centre will stay the same. There will be
no changes to the 12-hour time limit at the Woodford Way Car Park.

Be ‘in the know’ about your bin col-
lection dates. The latest waste  col-
lection calendars providing details of
bin collection dates for West Oxford-
shire over the next year are available
to view on the District Council’s web-
site, http://www.westoxon.gov.uk/.

Residents can see the relevant
waste collection dates for their prop-
erty by simply entering their postcode
in the ‘My West Oxfordshire’ search
on the website.

The service also allows people to sign
up for weekly email alerts of their col-
lection dates, including which bins to
put that week and helpful information
about changes to collections, for ex-
ample after bank holidays or during
bad weather. Over 3,000 households
are already registered for this.

Although residents can get the infor-
mation online, paper copies are availa-
ble and can be picked up from the
District Council’s Elmfield offices in
Witney, the Town Centre Shop in Wit-
ney, the Guildhall, Chipping Norton

Waste Collection Calendars

WODC News
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and from the Town Hall in Carterton,
or alternatively upon request by calling
01993 861000.

Cllr David Harvey, District Council
Cabinet Member for Environment said:
“West Oxfordshire residents do a fan-
tastic job with their recycling and the
calendars are a helpful reminder for
the collection dates for their different
bins. They are easy to view online and
the weekly emails alerts service pro-
vides a really helpful prompt from
week-to-week, as well as notification

of bank holiday day changes. Once
you go through the very simple proc-
ess of signing up, you can sit back
knowing you’ll get a reminder
straight into your inbox every week
before your next collection.”

As well as bin collection information,
residents can use the email alerts
service to receive information about
planning applications registered
near to their homes and other useful
information, such as who their local
councillor is.

into the breach and what a great job
they did.

The evening started with Acoustica-
na playing their wide variety of mu-
sic, part group, and part solo. The
group, who are an eclectic mix, at-

tract some of the
best singer song
writers in the coun-
ty. Their band
members vary ac-
cording to the gig
they are playing so
there is always va-
riety and interest.
After the break
somebody new to
Tiddy Hall, the five

piece contemporary folk band Chal-
ice played for us and how well they
were received, not only was the
singing great but they played all
sorts of instruments including a
mandola and cajun - the last of
which I thought was a chicken dish!

Folk nights at Tiddy Hall continue -
over the past 19 or so years the Folk
nights at Tiddy have been organised
and run by Tony and Lyn Collins and
they have invited some of the best
folk groups in the country to sing at
Tiddy, including
the Yetties, Ber-
nard Wrigley,
Johnny Silvo, and
the Last Straw
amongst many
others. To add to
the array of talent,
Tony, a fine folk
singer himself,
would chip in with
some very humor-
ous jokes.

Lyn and Tony have now retired from
organising these events and so, on
Saturday September 14th a new
team of Mark Pidgeon (of Acoustica-
na fame) and Elaine Byles stepped

FOLK NIGHT AT TIDDY HALL
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Both Acousticana and Chalice gave
us a great night and both very kindly
donated their fees to the Hall.

Mark is keen to set up the Wych-
wood Folk Club and to encourage a
number of new bands to come to the
Hall, and the Swan, on a regular ba-
sis, so we are looking forward to
many more nights like Saturday 14th

September.

Finally, the event gave us the oppor-
tunity to thank Tony and Lyn for all
their hard work over the years and
half way through the evening they
were presented with a large bouquet
of flowers and theatre vouchers.
Keen theatre goers themselves
these vouchers were as much a
thank you from the village as from
Tiddy Hall, so thank you Tony and
Lyn.

Simon Gidman

The Wychwood Folk Club will open its
doors for the first time on February 1st
2014

It aims to:

Provide a platform for artiste’s of all
levels to perform in a friendly atmos-
phere.

Bring some of the best artiste’s in the
Folk/Acoustic world to our part of the
Cotswold’s here in West Oxfordshire

Provide a stage for the best local ar-
tiste’s and to give them chance to per-
form and sell their music in a custom
made setting

We will be open on the First and Third
Saturday of each month in the func-
tion room at The Swan
The format may change from time to
time, but the following is a rough guide
of what we hope to achieve:

8.00 – 8.45 pm. Floor Spots.

9.00 – 10.15 pm. Main Act – They will
perform a 75 minute set

10.15 pm. onwards - we'll see what
happens :-)

Now and then we will have an Audi-
tion Night where anybody can come
and entertain us and try to impress us
enough to get a full spot.

 There will be a small entry fee of
£2.50 unless otherwise stated.

We are hoping to attract some of the
biggest names in the business to our
part of the Cotswolds and will use Tid-
dy Hall to host these events. We al-
ready have Peter Knight’s
Gigspanner, booked for March 22nd

2014. Gigspanner have been hailed
by Songlines magazine as "another
milestone in folk’s rebirth of cool", but
those in the know will tell you that
there is more to Gigspanner than
meets the eye. Without doubt, a bed-

Wychwood Folk Club
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rock of British traditional music is to
be expected from Steeleye Span’s
legendary fiddle player. But, Gigs-
panner’s musical reach flirts auda-
ciously with Eastern European,
French, Cajun, African and even Ab-
original influences, transporting audi-
ences on a “blistering pace of a
musical world tour” (Phil Widdows,
Folkcast). It is appropriate then that
author Terry Pratchett wrote that
“Peter Knight can spin the world on
his Bow”

We also have one of the funniest
men in the folk world playing on the
26th April ‘Richard Digance’ Now
many people sing, play guitar and tell
stories but not many have supported
Steve Martin, Robin Williams or
played a guitar duet with Brian May
of Queen, Richard Digance has. He
is a BAFTA Nominated entertainer,
received The Gold Award from The
British Academy of Composers and
Songwriters and is featured in The
Virgin Anthology of Songwriters. Ri-
chard Digance is also a worldacc-
laimed poet, an author and an artist.

His poetry is published around the
world, from The University of British
Columbia, Canadian  syllabus for
English; Fearndon Teaching Aids, Il-
lionois, USA, The Oxford University
Anthology of Poetry, The West Indies
Schools syllabus and more recently in
Australia and in Cape Town South
Africa as part of English First Addition-
al Language Grade 8 Reader.

So a busy year for those involved with
the new club in 2014. Any profit made
by the club will go towards the upkeep
of the Tiddy Hall. This is all about
keeping music live and using the Tid-
dy Hall for the purpose it’s founder
intended.

If you would like to be added to our
mailing list or want any further infor-
mation then visit
www.wychwoodfolkclub.com , call me
on 01993831427 or e. mail:
wychwoodfolkclub@gmail.com

Peace and Love

Mark Pidgeon
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This timetable maybe be subject to change
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Now that winter is upon us with short
days, frosty mornings and leaden
skies, our out-buildings and some-
times our houses, are subject to a
quiet invasion. Creatures that happily
roamed the fields and gardens are
now looking for winter quarters for
shelter, food and perhaps somewhere
to hibernate.

The first arrivals tend to be our native
butterflies that overwinter as adults.
These include Small Tortoiseshells,
Peacocks, Red Admirals and the oc-
casional bright yellow Brimstone, al-
though their preferred roost is deep in
a tangle of ivy.

The next to arrive will be bats. Once
the weather cools and night-flying
moths, their primary food source dis-
appear bats will be seeking a winter
roost, preferably somewhere protect-
ed from the frost that is humid and
with a reasonably constant tempera-
ture. Stone barns, church towers, tun-
nels and caves would be their first
choice.

Squirrels usually construct a nest,
called a drey made of twigs, sited in
the fork of a tree, but have been
known to invade lofts.

Finally the ‘small furry’ contingent ar-
rives, mice looking for sheltered ac-
commodation, somewhere to nest
hopefully with a nearby source of
food.

We have five native species of mice,
the House Mouse, the Wood Mouse
(also called the Field or Long Tailed

Field Mouse), the Yellow-Necked
mouse, the Common Dormouse  and
the Harvest Mouse. All, except the
Harvest Mouse, tend to be nocturnal
in order to avoid predation. The Com-
mon Dormouse is no longer common,
possibly because its natural home in
managed hazel coppice and ancient
hedgerows is gradually disappearing.
They will never invade our homes as
they spend the winter hibernating in a
nest built of dry grasses and leaves in
the bottom of a hedgerow or amongst
tree roots.

Likewise the Harvest Mouse, one of
the world’s smallest rodents weighing
less than a 2p coin, will not invade

our homes spending winter and sum-
mer in the fields, rank grassland and
in the vegetation at the bottom of
hedgerows, occasionally entering
farmyard barns. This tiny rodent
builds spherical nests of woven grass
the size of a tennis ball attached to
stems of grass or reeds in which to

NATURE NOTES
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raise their young. Three to eight
young are produced in each litter and
the female may produce up to three
litters each year, each in a new nest.
The peak breeding season is in Au-
gust and September although young
may be born from May onwards.
Their summer coat is yellow/brown
and white underneath in the winter
this is a darker brown. Their body is
about 2 ½ inches long and their pre-
hensile tail is a similar length. In the
winter they nest in clumps of grass or
under  hedges. Because they are ac-
tive both day and night they suffer
very heavy predation and most will
only live a few months. Modern farm-
ing methods and a reduction of
hedgerows have caused them to be
classified as near-threatened.

The Wood Mouse is possibly the
most widespread and abundant Brit-
ish mammal with an estimated popu-

lation of 38 million before the
breeding season starts, but until it
appears in our homes and outbuild-
ings is rarely seen because it is only
active at night. Its natural environ-
ment includes woodlands, hedge-
rows, fields and gardens. It is a
favourite food of Owls mainly be-

cause Wood Mice venture into open
places in the search for food and so
are easily hunted and caught. In the
winter months they sometimes go into
a torpid state, almost like hibernation,
in order to survive food shortages.
Their main food is seeds, but they will
also take autumn fruits, such as haw-
thorn and blackberries. Small insects
and caterpillars are an important food
source in spring and early summer.
They are very agile and can climb
trees with ease and have large hind
feet, which enables them to leap like
a kangaroo. They will dig burrows
where food can be stored and where
the young mice are born in specially
constructed nest chambers. Their
coat is sandy brown on top and white
underneath with a yellow streak on
the chest. They have large eyes and
ears and a body length of 3¾ inches
and a slightly longer tail. Breeding
starts in March and the female can
produce up to four litters each year
consisting of about five young. Heavy
predation and lack of winter food
keeps their numbers in check. The
maximum life-span is two years, al-
though most do not make it to such
an age only surviving for two or three
months.

The Yellow-Necked Mouse will not be
found in this area, being confined to
the south-east , south and west of
England and to the eastern parts of
Wales where it is mainly found in de-
ciduous woodland. Its appearance is
very similar to the Wood Mouse, but
has a distinctive collar of yellow fur. It
is also slightly larger than the Wood
Mouse and an adult male can have a
body length of 4 to 5 inches.
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The House Mouse usually lives in
close proximity to human habitation
although they will establish territories
in open areas, fields and hedgerows
in which case they occupy and de-
fend a fairly large area. In an urban
situation they rarely move far from a
food supply, territories are small and
population density high. House Mice
have been associated with humans
for millennia. They were originally na-
tive to Asia but are thought to have
spread to the Mediterranean basin by
8,000BC and to the rest of Europe by
1,000BC. Incidentally the House
Mouse has been selectively bred to
produce the pet or fancy mouse and
also the white mouse that is used ex-
tensively for medical research. The
first record of House Mice being kept
as pets occurs in China in 1,100BC.

Unlike other mice the House Mouse
has a strong smell, it also leaves
droppings and urine which taints the
places it lives in and can also spread
disease. Scent plays an important
part in their breeding cycle, female
mice will come into season within 72

hours of exposure to male urine.
House Mice are prodigious breeders;
a female can produce an average of
six to eight young between five and
ten times a year, depending on the
availability of food supplies. Females
become sexually mature at six weeks
and males at eight weeks. Fortunate-
ly in the wild their lives are short and
predation high otherwise we should
be over-run and our food supplies
would be severely depleted. Because
they are mainly nocturnal they lack
colour vision and rely heavily on
scent for communication and highly
sensitive whiskers that can sense air
movements and surfaces as they
scurry past.

One question that no one can answer
is; why are many human females so
frightened of them?

Stuart Fox
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Children’s Crossword
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Across

6. Lubricant (6)
7. Harvest (4)
8. Device for securing (4)
9. Washroom (6)
10. Apparel (5)
12. Unearthly (5)
15. Seat occupied by a sovereign (6)
17. The day of the month (4)
18. Exclamations of surprise (4)
19. Not tough (6)

Down

1. Defence covering (6)
2. Large bag (4)
3. Thaws (5)
4. Reach destination (6)
5. Concern (4)
11. One's husband or wife (6)
13. Full of ruts (6)
14. Molars (5)
16. Pile (4)
17. Sand hill (4)

Crossword

Answer in the next issue
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Night Riding and other trails
The Witney Mountain Bike Club has
regular Tuesday and Thursday
evening rides around the area all
through the year. An evening’s trail is
a mixture of on and off road, trying to
use the maximum of off road within
the chosen trail for the evening. The
ride starts at approximately 19:00
and usually finishes at about 21:00. It
is a properly organized group with a
lead rider and rules of the road are
strictly adhered to and off road sec-
tions are always on bridleways.

The trails are not technically difficult
as the local terrain is not mountain-
ous but a lot can be learnt about cor-
rect riding positions and coping with
rough stony tracks. As confidence
rises there are some who venture
over to Wales and other more techni-
cally challenging areas to test their
skill and have adrenaline filled rides.

The most important accessories dur-
ing the Autumn/Winter period are
lights, especially high powered LED
lights for the front to light the way
through wooded areas. These
evening trips are more suited to older

riders, say 16/17 year olds upwards.
The group stays together and al-
though the faster more experienced
riders ride off quickly there are regu-
lar stops to ensure that the slower
riders can catch up and if any rider
has a puncture or some other inci-
dent, they are always assisted. The
lead rider carries adequate first aid to
cover for the rare occasion when
someone has a minor injury.

The club also arrange some Satur-
day and Sunday rides which can ca-
ter for families with young children so
that they can experience the fun of
riding off road and also learning how
to cope with road traffic when roads
have to be used to go between off
road sections.

The club can be contacted via its
website
www.witneymtb.wordpress.com or
on Facebook. The evening rides are
great fun and it is a wonderful way to
keep fit. All abilities are welcome but
it is advisable to have a bike able to
be taken off road on fairly rough
tracks, and helmets are compulsory.

Ascott Pantomime
Saturday 14th December

7.00 pm for 7.30 Programme Start
Music, Poem, Recital and much, much more

And of course, the PANTOMIME

Dick Witless
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4* BED & BREAKFAST IN ASCOTT

Meadowbank House

3 excellent independent en suite
rooms

for your friends or relatives
 coming to stay.

 Quiet location with lovely gardens.

Off-road parking.
Children welcome.

WiFi, Flat screen TV’s, hairdryers,
Tea/coffee making facilities

 01993 830612
Mobile 07952 657906

ingrid@meadowbank-ascott.co.uk
www.meadowbank-ascott.co.uk
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Before the Roman Came to Rye or out to Severn strode,
The rolling English drunkard made the rolling English road,
A reeling road, a rolling road that rambles round the shire,
And after him the parson ran, the sexton and the squire;
A merry road, a mazy road, and such as we did tread
The night we went to Birmingham by way of Beachy Head.

I knew no harm of Bonaparte and plenty of the Squire,
And to fight the Frenchman I did not much desire;
But I did bash their baggonets because they came arrayed
To straighten out the crooked road an English drunkard made,
Where you and I went down the lane with ale-mugs in our hands,
The night we went to Glastonbury by way of Goodwin Sands.

God pardon us, nor harden us; we did not see so clear
The night we went to Bannockburn by way of Brighton Pier.

My friends, we will not go again or ape an ancient rage,
Or stretch the folly of our youth to be the shame of age,
But walk with clearer eyes and ears this path that wandereth,
And see undrugged in evening light the decent inn of death;
For there is good news yet to hear and fine things to be seen,
Before we go to Paradise by way of Kensal Green.
(Kensal Green is a large cemetery off the Harrow Road in London)

The Rolling English Road by G. K. Chesterton
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A caddy had worked with the great Jack Nicklaus and as such, was much in de-
mand at St. Andrews in Scotland. Players enjoyed matching their clubbing with
the play of the great man.

Player and caddy came to the 17th, the famous road hole, and the player had
matched Nicklaus’ clubbing all the way. After an excellent drive, he turned to the
caddy and said, “Well, what did Jack take from here?”, “A four iron”, came the
reply. The golfer hit a perfect shot, but which finished 40 yards short of the flag.
“What do you mean Nicklaus hit a four, - I’m miles short”.

“Aye, Sir, so was he”, came the reply.

From the 19th  Hole.

Who would want to be God, who could you blame when things went wrong?

I am very deeply religious, so deep, I sometimes feel I shall drown in my
own goodness.
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Ascott under Wychwood was where,
on the last day of August 1935, Geof-
frey Moss was born to Muriel and
Charlie Moss and after a life far from
the village he is now marked in the
churchyard alongside his parents and
his brother Victor.

Geoff’s father was stationmaster at
Ascott and so he had what must be a
boy’s dream – to live on a railway sta-
tion. Growing up in this setting during
world war two led to some exciting
incidents and encounters, some of
which he only fully appreciated much
later in his life. Early on, thanks to his
father, Geoff developed a passion,
and skill, for cricket. He and his father
played for the village team and from
then on cricket was to be not only the
magic ingredient in his life but also
the inspiration for many of the stories
he wrote recollecting life in Ascott.

Educated at the village school and for
one year at Burford Grammar School,
he then had his first taste of a much
wider world when he went to Suez
and Cyprus during his National Serv-
ice. For an eighteen year old Oxford-
shire lad this time was a big eye
opener. After the army he went to
London and joined the Metropolitan
Police and of course also their cricket
club. Playing for them resulted in
some amazing tours all over England
and the world, including the Carib-
bean, India and Pakistan, South Afri-
ca, Australia and notably, annually,
Bourton on the Water. His skills re-
sulted in him playing for, and coach-
ing, the police team continuously for
the next fifty years. This was a unique

achievement and one that the Met
Police celebrated in 2006 by holding a
testimonial match. The fact that it was
played on the hottest July day on
record, and Geoff was by then over
seventy years old, did not stop him
taking the winning wicket.

Life as a police officer in London had
a tough side and there were many
moments of human pathos that left
very strong images and prompted Ge-
off to write stories and poems reflect-
ing his experiences. However his
main inspiration for story telling came
from his early life. He remained
strongly influenced by country skills
and ways. He loved to make Elder-
flower wine, albeit from trees growing
near the Thames in Barnes, apple
chutney and other good things, using
his mother’s Honeybone family reci-
pes. One year when giving pots of
chutney at Christmas he wrote a jaun-
ty story to go with the presents and
from then on, by popular demand,
each year a new story had to appear.

After Geoff died in 2011 it was sug-
gested to me, his partner for more
than 25 years, that these delightful
and telling glimpses of a time and life
gone by should be collected together
and published, and so “Beyond the
Village”, poems and stories of a Cots-
wold Man, has finally come together. I
know Geoff would be so pleased that
some of his thoughts and words have
found light of day and can be found,
on the bookshelf, in the shop at As-
cott, his village.

Elisabeth Salaman November 2013

Beyond the Village
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Ascott-under-Wychwood residents will be able to take the train to do their
Christmas shopping again this year.

At the request of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group, First Great Western
has agreed for the third year running to provide Saturday services at the
station on the four weekends before Christmas.

As well as trains to Oxford and London, there will be the chance to visit
Worcester's Victorian Christmas Fayre or Great Malvern for the afternoon
on Saturday, November 30.

The CLPG hopes residents will once again turn out to use the trains and
signal their support for the reinstatement of regular Saturday services at the
station, which were withdrawn in 2006.

CLPG chairman John Ellis said: "We hope that residents in the local com-
munities will make full use of the trains to Oxford, London, Worcester and
other destinations.

"The CLPG will continue to campaign for more services to stop at Ascott
and Shipton, and heavy use of these Christmas trains will help, by showing
that the communities would value more services."

The following trains will stop at Ascott on Saturdays November 30 and De-
cember 7, 14 and 21:

● The 07.10 from Hereford to London will call at 09.03. The train is due to
arrive in Oxford at 09.28 and London Paddington at 10.29.

● The 11.21 from Paddington to Worcester and Great Malvern, which leaves
Oxford at 12.23, will call at Ascott at 12.48, reaching Worcester at 13.44
and Great Malvern at 14.00.

● The 15.21 from Paddington to Great Malvern (16.23 from Oxford) will stop
at Ascott at 16.45.

● In addition, on November 30 only, the 17.49 from Great Malvern (18.06
from Worcester Foregate Street) will call at Ascott at 18.59 to bring home
afternoon visitors to Malvern and the Worcester Victorian Christmas Fayre.

More details of the services and fares are available on the journey planner
at www.firstgreatwestern.co.uk

Train Times for Christmas
Shopping
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When and where were
you born?
I was born where I have lived for 75
years at 5 Heritage Lane in Ascott. I
was told by my mother that she was
in labour for several hours, I was
reluctant to come into the world, but
did so on 5th January 1939.

What are your earliest
memories of life in
Ascott?
My earliest memories are of the
family Mum, Dad and I. Until my sis-

ter Shirley arrived five years later, we
lived with my Grandmother, Rhoda
Shirley. Rhoda was my Mother’s Moth-
er. It wasn’t always happy and Idyllic,
there were many rows. I was always
ill, very thin and often missed school. I
was aware of the anxiety in the family
when Uncle Ernie and Owen Shirley
were called up to fight, Ernie in the
RAF and Army and Owen in the Navy.
There was great joy for Gran when
they both returned safe.

Often at night I would hear the drone
of German Bombers. Dad would say
“Jerrie ‘as got it in for someone to-
night.” I remember how the house
shook the night Coventry was bombed
and we saw a red glow in the sky to-
wards Chippie. The horrors of war;
Germany was repaid in kind. Before
the D Day landings stacks of bombs
were placed in piles of six or seven
about a hundred yards apart along the
Burford to Charlbury road. By this time
the Americans had arrived; we school
children would stand by the school
wall shouting “got any gum chum.”

You went to school in
Ascott, what was schooling
like in the village?
I hated school, a dark joyless place.
Mrs Lewis was the teacher. She wore
long, dark Victorian dresses. Often
she had us infants pulling linen apart,
into threads, to stuff cushions, all for
the war effort. I suppose she taught

Get to know a Villager
Fred Russell, one of the Wychwood’s best known personalities agreed to
be interviewed about his life and times in Ascott and share his thoughts
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me very little and what little she tried
to teach me I didn’t want to know! I
was known as a backward child. For-
tunately I was not on my own, there
were several like me imprisoned five
days a week from 9am to 3.30pm.
One thing I did learn, Mrs Lewis had a
black cat, which would sometimes
come to school. She called it Smuts,
after General  Smuts from South Afri-
ca. I’ve never forgotten that!

Where did you do your
National Service, in
England or overseas?
On 24th April 1958 I arrived in Alder-
shot to do my National Service in the
army catering corps. In retrospect I
have mixed feelings about the whole
thing. I did six weeks drill then twelve
weeks technical training to become a
cook. In late summer I was posted to
the Devon and Dorset regiment who
were in a transit camp near a village
called Piddlehinton, not far from
Dorchester. In mid-October we sailed
out of Southampton with the band
playing. Twelve days later I arrived in
Cyprus for my eighteen month stay
there.

Before being posted to a platoon in the
hills we were given a rifle and five live
rounds and told not to open fire until
given orders. I was very frightened. I
couldn’t run home, but I was pleased
to be on firm ground after the sea trip.
I’d been sick for most of the voyage
and survived by eating Smiths crisps
and drinking orange juice.

You have always been
associated with the
church, what changes
have you seen? What do
you see for the future for
the Anglican Church?
I have always felt there is always
this ‘other’ in our lives; this some-
thing else beyond our reality.

I was made to go to church Sunday
school in the morning and chapel
Sunday school in the afternoon. I
would rather have been with the
other boys and young men, playing
football.

I would dash from the chapel and
race to the football pitch, which in
those days was above the playing
field. What I must say, in most
things for children, the chapel was
far more generous than the church.

We all have to look for some bal-
ance in life to see us through. We
must find our own way. The ques-
tion was asked ‘what is the future
for the church’ my answer is I don’t
know. Everything evolves, but not
always for the best. I do think the
church can try all the gimmicks to
get people into the building, but the
fact remains that we either accept
or reject the eternal truths written
two thousand years ago in the gos-
pels.

I would like everyone to know that
religion is too important to be taken
seriously!
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You were a keen
sportsman, what were
your favourite sports and
how good were you?
From my last answer you can guess
my favourite sport was football. The
first pair of football boots I had I wore
around the village for a week. My an-
swer to how good was I, is never as
good as I thought I was or as good
as I wanted to be!

What jobs have you done,
which did you enjoy the
most and which the least?
I will quickly pass this one by. On re-
flection I did nothing that gave me
satisfaction, but I have enjoyed my
retirement. I haven’t had to answer to
any bosses!

When did you discover
that writing prose and
poetry was one of your
skills and pleasure?
I am not going to be pretentious
about my writing. My punctuation,
grammar and spelling are poor.

I have to rely on other people to cor-
rect what I have written. What I would
say about poetry is that if it is written
with sincerity, even if it is doggerel,
then poetry is a form of prayer.

Are you a great reader-
what books do you enjoy?
No, I’m not a great reader, that’s why
I find writing very difficult. I enjoyed
‘Just William’ books and the Dandy &
Beano comics when a boy. I now en-

joy reading Private Eye. I have read
Plato’s Republic, which was interest-
ing and Cider with Rosie by Laurie
Lee, which was about village life,
which in a way mirrored my own ex-
periences in Ascott.

Has any one person had a
great influence on your
life?
There are many people who have
influenced me. I will write about them
some other time. This piece is going
on a bit and I don’t want to bore you
dear readers.

Is there any person
current or historical that
you would like to meet?
There are many historical people I
should like to meet; Socrates, for in-
stance. I would ask him why the main
question remains ‘why?’ But I can’t
speak Greek. I would like to thank
William Tyndale for helping free our-
selves from vicious priests by being
able to read the gospels in English.
Finally Johann Strauss so that I
could thank him for the joy his music
has given me.

Any unfulfilled ambitions?
Yes, to play centre forward for Aston
Villa. What is so important about
football is that it isn’t.

Is the world today a better
or worse place than when
you were you?
For most of us the United Kingdom it
is a better place. Medicine has im-
proved our chances of living longer
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and women no longer have to sweat
over a copper every Monday wash-
day in a steamy washhouse, like I
saw my mother doing when I was
young.

My concern for the future is that, for
a small island, we are becoming
over-populated. The sprawl of hous-
es, motorways and railways are cut-
ting through the countryside leaving
people less room to roam. We need
the green hills and open spaces to

help feed our souls. I have been for-
tunate to have lived when I have.
Twenty years earlier and I would
have had to fight in the Second World
War, forty five years earlier and I
would have known the slaughter in
the trenches in 1914.

I have also been fortunate to have
known my family, friends and my
dogs-they have made my life well
worth living.
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ised that Ken Bruce (Radio 2 - 9.30 to
12.00) was heading ever nearer to
Ascott. It was even more exciting
when he turned into Manor Farm and
met up with Rob Gripper! After much
digging through Rob’s stock, followed
by tough negotiation, he bought two
gold wrist watches and a writing slope
before he roared off to the auction.
The total screen time was less than 5
minutes but I gather that shooting this
part of the programme took an entire
afternoon!

Maggie Lyon

The Celebrity Antiques Road
Trip comes to Ascott.

Imagine the excitement when we sat
down to watch the Celebrity Antiques
Road Trip on 5th November and real-
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The Parish Council can report that
there has been no progress on the
proposed erection of fencing on
Chipping Norton River Bridge.

The Parish Council have started
their preparations on the winter resil-
ience programme.  Salt/grit has
been ordered and the equipment is
scheduled to be checked and pre-
pared.

Planning still remains quiet, with on-
ly a handful of applications having
been presented to the Council for
comment.

Councillors Laurence Mellor and
Philippa Carter continue their hard
work on Project SafePlay.  For those
of you who are not aware, this is a
project that has been undertaken to
upgrade the current play facilities on
the Playing Field.

There are two issues that have been
brought to the attention of the Parish
Council on more than one occasion.
These are dog mess and irresponsi-
ble parking ON and around the Vil-
lage Green!!  Can we please remind
everyone to clear up after their dogs
responsibly and help to keep the
Village clean and tidy.  The Parish
Council would like to remind every-

body that parking on the Village
Green is strictly forbidden.  Can pa-
rishioners please ensure that any
visitors are advised accordingly.

Please note that the current Parish
Council will have served their four
year term in Office in 2014 and so
Elections will take place next year –
more information will follow.

 The Parish Council will be holding
their annual Carols round the Christ-
mas Tree on Christmas Eve.  This
will start at 6.00pm on the Village
Green and the Parish Council would
like to invite you all to join them.
Mulled wine and mince pies will be
served so please do come and bring
your family and friends too.

The Parish Council would like to take
this opportunity to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Please try and support your Parish
Council, they do meet every second
Monday of the month, with the ex-
ception of August.

If you have any issues, please do not
hesitate to contact either myself as
Parish Clerk or indeed any of the
Parish Councillors noted below.

Ascott-under-Wychwood
Parish Council
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Parish Councillors
Rob Morgan (Chairman) 831958
Bridgette Crundwell (Vice) 830671
Laurence Mellor 831182
Philippa Carter 830344
Sandy Timms 831870
Angela Barnes (Parish Clerk) 01608 641045

Every now and then you will see a
merry band sprucing up a corner of
our  village making it even more de-
lightful than it already is.  No, it’s not
adults on probation but a willing (for
the most part) group of residents giv-
ing up a bit of their precious free
time out of the goodness of their
hearts.
Daffodil planting, playground paint-
ing, station gardening, ivy and nettle
taming, litter picking, tree felling, riv-
er clearing and bank re-seeding –
these are some of the jobs that we
have tackled at our group sessions.
But also on an ad hoc basis many
people have taken time to give ad-
vice, raise plants, shift soil and ma-
nure, clean our precious seats on
the Green, renovate the sheep wash
sign.  Some have given goods free
of charge and others have done pro-
fessional work gratis or for reduced
rates.
We hope that everyone has enjoyed
the improvements to the station front
and, as with all gardens, these will

develop over time.  Funding for this
has come from Network Rail and the
Ascott-under-Wychwood Open Gar-
dens weekend of 2011.  Opposite the
Signal Box the bank is being slowly
tamed and we hope to secure funding
for plants from Network Rail which
owns the land.
Our other big project has been to give
the playground a facelift.   We have
done what we can while waiting for
the outcome of Project Safe Play.
Very little money has been spent be-
cause anything we have raised so far
has been saved to show ‘match fund-
ing’ while the Parish Council applies
for grants.
It has been 2 years since I have been
running the ‘Helpers’ and I’d like to
say what a pleasure it has been to
meet and work with so many people.
Thank you to everyone.
If you would like to get involved, what-
ever amount of time you can give, do
please e-mail –
pippa.carter2@gmail.com.

Philippa Carter

Helpers of Ascott-under-
Wychwood
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 If you heard church bells ringing on
16th November this was almost cer-
tainly in commemoration of the death,
three hundred years ago, of Fabian
Steadman who is considered to be
one of the earliest pioneers of the art
of change ringing, the method most
used today in England when church
bells are rung.

Steadman was born in 1640 in Here-
fordshire, the second son of the Rev-
erend Francis Steadman, but he
moved to London at the age of 15 and
was apprenticed to a master printer. At
the same time he developed an inter-
est in bell ringing, joining two socie-
ties; first the Scholars of Cheapside
and then the Society of College
Youths of which he became ringing
master in 1682.

His main contributions to the art of
ringing were the publication of two
books on change ringing, Tintinnalogia
in 1668 and Campanalogia in 1677
and also devising a ringing method
which bears his name and is still prac-
ticed today.

Bells have always been closely asso-
ciated with churches and monasteries.
The first bells appeared in English
churches after 550AD having first
been introduced by religious orders in
France and Italy. Between 750 and
1000AD bells were installed in many
of the major churches and were rung
to call worshippers to church, warn of
attacks, announce the death of a pa-
rishioner or sound the curfew at the
end of the day.

These early bells were hung on a sim-
ple spindle and chimed by pulling a
rope, usually at ground level. This
gave very little control over the bell so
various improvements were made.
The first change was to mount the bell
on a quarter wheel with the spindle
serving as the axle and the rope at-
tached to the rim of the wheel. Later
bells were mounted on a half wheel

and by the 1600’s on a full wheel with
a stop and slider. This allows the bell
to rotate 360 degrees, but leaves the
ringer in full control having the ability
to stop and start the ringing at will.
This is how most church bells are rung
today and it enables bells to ring a
method, which involves each bell
changing its place in the ringing order
every time it chimes. In a tower with
six bells, like Ascott, there are 720
possible variations in the order that the
bells can be rung. Shipton’s tower has
eight bells allowing 40,320 variations!
In change ringing methods where a full
peal is rung this will consist of 5,000 or
more changes in the order that bells
are rung taking up to three hours to
complete.

THE BELLS RING OUT
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At the time of the reformation monas-
teries were closed and many church-
es lost their bells as they were
removed and broken up for the value
of scrap metal. By the end of the 16th

century church bells were once again
being installed and by 1630 ringing
had become a fashionable and com-
petitive pastime, bell towers came
under the control of the laity rather
than the clergy and bell ringers were
paid by the churches to ring for serv-
ices. In 1637 the Ancient Society of
College Youths was founded and
continues to this day to provide ring-
ers for St Paul’s Cathedral and West-
minster Abbey.

During the 1700’s problems of bad
behaviour were commonplace with
ringers being described as layabouts
and drunks! Locals saw ringing as a
way to earn a few shillings, which
were soon spent at the local ale
house. Attendance at church services
was not considered to be part of a
ringer’s duties.

The Victorian era saw control of bell
towers revert to the church under the
watchful eye of the local vicar. Ring-
ers were no longer paid to ring for
church services, tower captains were
appointed and held responsible for
the good conduct of the ringers and
county and national ringing guilds
were formed to improve the standard
of ringing. This is the situation that
prevails today.

Today over 6000 churches have bells
hung for change ringing of which 93%
are in England, with the remainder in
Wales and Scotland.  Overseas,
change ringing is only practiced in
English speaking countries. The USA
has 43 towers and Australia and New
Zealand 62 between them. Worldwide
there are over 40,000 active ringers.

Stuart Fox
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  BILL’S GARDEN & HANDYMAN
                                  Co.

For all your garden needs!

   MOWING, EDGING, LAWN REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE, PLANTING,
 GARDEN DESIGN, WEED SPRAYING, GARDEN AND GENERAL RUBBISH
                     CLEARANCE etc.  PLEASE ENQUIRE!

Lots of local working experience: 40 years gardening experience in all
    Several references to view «   Wide range of services available
                           Reasonable hourly rate charged

    Call:  BILL on 01993 830544 (home,) or 07929 288000 (Mobile)
                E Mail: - billduckworth281@btinternet.com
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Chimney Sweep
Bertie the Sweep
Open Fires /Wood burners / Flue Sweeping
Prompt, Clean and Efficient
Nests Removal - Bird Guards / Cowls Fitted
Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted - Fully Insured
ICS Member 411 - Certificates Issued

Tel: 01993 899143 Mob: 07954180371



Ascott Grapevine

Page 45Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk

WOW! We’ve been busy…..
As usual we have managed to fit a
lot in to this first term back at
school, with a host of competitive
sporting activities:

● Junior tag-rugby tournament

● Senior and junior football
matches

● Cross Country Team Events

● Senior and junior netball
matches

We are very much looking forward to
the new term and the sports events
coming up, especially the Independ-
ent Schools cross country event in
Bedford.  We’ve been very success-
ful in the past, with several children
reaching the Independent Schools
National Finals, so fingers crossed!

Alongside all our sport, the school
have enjoyed several trips out, with
our Foundation Unit visiting Blenheim
Palace Butterfly House, a trip to

Windrush Valley School

Swindon Steam Museum for our
Year 4s, and a senior school trip
to the Black Country Museum,
always proving to be an amaz-
ing day out!

The children have been working
extremely hard on their English
Speaking Board examinations,
with some very amusing and
interesting talks, from orphan
elephants in Kenya to how to
bake and decorate cupcakes -
with full demonstrations in class!

Well done to all the children,
staff and families for a fabulous
first term.
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After an early morning with rain
threatening, the sky brightened, the
clouds cleared and we were blessed
with a sunny, but breezy morning for
our 10k and 5k Charity Run. This
year we were fund-raising for the
Parish Council’s playing field im-
provement project, which will hope-
fully see the creation of a multi-use
play area (MUGA).

There was a total of 111 runners.

The results for the Men’s 10k run are:

1st Mark Tyrrell (157) 38:31

2nd Simon Pritchard (120) 40:16

3rd Brian O’Connor (141) 40:51

The course record for the men’s 10k
is 35:51, which was set last year,
was not broken this year.

The results for the Women’s 10k are:

1st Elysia Ridley (160)  41:01

2nd Michelle Bartlett (102) 47:42

3rd Kate Krzywiec (118) 49:00

Elysia Ridley broke her original and
the course record this year by one
and a half minutes.

The results for the 5k run are:

1st Jessica O’Connor (12yrs) (522)
 21:11

2nd Harriet Howard (9yrs) (503) 23:57

3rd Fraser Howard (adult) (501) 23:59

4th Rupert Smith (9yrs) (517) 24:27

Overall there were 111 runners; 72
for the challenging 10k and 39 for the
5k. With income from runners and
generous donations from our Spon-
sors we generated around £1700 and
with costs of £500 we have exceeded
our target of £1000. As soon as the
Parish Council project gets the go-
ahead we will be able to pass the to-
tal profit to this good cause.

We would like to express our sincere
thanks to: Manches (Oxford), Cots-
wolds Wildlife Park, The Swan at As-
cott, Crown Farm, The Village Shop,
Meadowbank House (our local B&B)
and not forgetting Hook Norton Brew-
ery who provided the generous priz-
es. We are also most grateful to local
landowners who gave permission for
us to use their land. Without you we
would have no run!

Thanks are also due to ALL the vol-
unteers who marshalled the course,
handled the registration, logged the
times, took photographs, provided the
briefings, made and served the tea
and cake, organised car parking and
generally made sure the day ran
smoothly and contributed to a great
result!

We look forward to seeing you again
next year (remember to keep free the
last Sunday in October) for our 6th

ASCOTT CHARITY RUN
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Many more pic-
tures can be
seen on the vil-
lage website, see
address below.

Ascott Charity Run and an opportuni-
ty to contribute to another good
cause in the village.

John, Stuart, Ingrid, Elaine & Dave
(The Race Committee)

PS If you have any ideas of how we
can improve the run next year, please
contact one of the race committee be-
fore our review meeting 25th Novem-
ber. THANK YOU
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Earlier this year I was approached by
the Ride To The Wall (RTTW) founder
Martin Dickinson to see if I would play
a small set at this spectacular event
held at the National Memorial Arbore-
tum near Lichfield in Staffordshire.

RTTW is a unique motorcycling event
which gives motorcyclists an opportu-
nity to gather together at a place of
remembrance, to pay their respects to
our serving and fallen service men
and women and in doing so, raise
funds solely for the purpose of perpet-
uating their memory and recognising
the sacrifice made.

2013 saw the 6th year of this unique
event, which has not only brought to-
gether the motorcycling community,
but also a large number of other par-
ticipants, both young and old in re-
membering the 16000+ names that
are engraved on the walls of the
Armed Forces memorial at the Nation-
al Memorial Arboretum.

The National Memorial Arboretum is
the UK’s living Centre of Remem-
brance

Set in 150 acres of maturing wood-
land, located in the heart of the coun-
try within the National Forest near
Lichfield. Since planting began in
1997, the National Memorial Arbore-
tum has been a special place honour-
ing those who have served and
continue to serve our nation in many
different ways.
It’s not a cemetery. It’s a place of life,
represented by the 50,000 trees plant-
ed there.

The trees and more than 250 dedicat-
ed memorials make the Arboretum a
living tribute that will forever acknowl-
edge the personal sacrifices made by
the Armed Forces and civil services of
this country.
Importantly, the focus isn’t totally mili-
tary. There is a large area devoted to
Police who have fallen while on duty,
as well as other areas devoted to the
Fire and Rescue and Ambulance
services. National charities represent-
ing those who have died in particular
circumstances, including children, are
also to be found in the Arboretum
grounds.

As you can see it’s all serious stuff
and RTTW is the biggest event (as in
numbers attending) of the year at the
National Memorial Arboretum.

Martin wanted me to play two 20
minute sets of folk songs with a mili-
tary theme (I just happen to know of a
few) and being of a military back-
ground I jumped at the chance, having
never visited the NMA since it’s been
open (shame on me). He informed me
I could be playing to 20,000 bikers
which was all a little bit daunting.

Not fancying running the gauntlet of
all these men and women in leather
on my own, I enlisted the help of
some very fine musicians in the shape
of Peter Ball (fiddle & accordion) and
Mike Moyse (bass), they were
pinched from my good friend Linda
Watkins as they are both in her band.
In fact just for good measure I pinched
Linda (guitar, mandolin and various
other thingy’s) as well. I also asked

RIDE TO THE WALL
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Nikki Jones (cornet) from the Wan-
tage Silver Band to complete the line
up.

I chose to do three of my own compo-
sitions ‘The Recruit’, ‘Tommy’s War’
and ‘Remembrance’ which I have re-
corded recently with the ‘Ascott Song-
sters’. I had entered all three into a
song contest a couple of years ago
(they came 1st, 2nd & 3rd and no they
were not the only 3 songs in the con-
test), plus I chose a very old song
which you may remember from the
T.V series ‘Sharpe’ called ‘Over The
Hills & Far Away’ which John Tams
(who also
played Daniel
Hagman in
the series)
had sung for
the show. All
of these
songs, apart
from ‘Remem-
brance’ are on
my last album
‘Sold down
the River’
available for
download all
over the inter-
web, I Tunes,
Amazon
etc...Anyway now I’ve got the plug out
of the way on with the story.

We had about four rehearsals to get
things right and then the day was up-
on us. So on Saturday 5th October
2013 we set off for the NMA and hav-
ing arrived safely none of us were
quite prepared for being blown away
by the sheer size of the grounds.

We were playing on ‘Heroes Square’
which is close to the visitors centre at
the entrance so we didn’t have far to
haul our multitude of instruments. The
PA was all set up waiting for us and
the two young sound engineers ap-
peared to know what they were doing
although Linda’s husband Richard
(also a sound engineer) kept a profes-
sional and fatherly eye on them. We
sound checked quickly because we
were starting the whole event and bik-
ers were starting to arrive in their hun-
dreds. Although the sun was out when
we arrived a very dark cloud suddenly
appeared and we did notice that the

sound engi-
neers and their
equipment
were nicely
tucked under a
Gazebo but for
some reason
we were not
and were left
exposed to the
elements. The
fact that if it had
rained we were
likely to get
electrocuted
had escaped
them (I did say
they were

young)

Anyway we played to an appreciative
audience and considering we only had
4 rehearsals I thought we played rath-
er well (clips of all four songs can be
found on ‘You Tube’ or you can get
the links from my website
www.markpidgeon.com

We had a couple of hours between
sets so had a chance to explore but it
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really is a
massive
place and
we only
covered a
small part
of it. The
Wall itself is
actually
made up of
four walls,
two outer
walls and
two inner
walls and
inscribed
on these
are the names of everyone lost
on active service since the end of
the 2nd World War. I think the bit
that got to me the most was the
one wall which was mostly blank,
the space waiting for those yet to
fall and no doubt with the way the
world is today it won’t be long
before it fills up.

Anyway we played our 2nd set to
a smaller crowd as the proces-
sion of bikes coming into the
grounds had started but the most
thrilling part of the day happened

as we fin-
ished our 3rd

song. Right
on cue as
we played
the final bar
of the song
the sight
and sound
of a Spitfire
flying over
the wall to-
wards us
was totally
awesome.

It really was
a fantastic day and we stayed and lis-
tened to the dedication by a Scooter
Driving Mod Vicar wearing a Parka and
all the trimmings (you’d have to see it to
believe it) and watched the Red Devils
parachute display team and the laying
of the wreaths.

I would recommend to anyone that the
National Memorial Arboretum really is
worth a visit.

www.thenma.org.uk/

www.rttw.org/

Mark Pidgeon
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Playing Field Improvement
Following the Road Show in July we
spoke to County and District Councils
who advised us that our village consul-
tation was very thorough and our man-
date clear.
So in September we let all households
know by letter that we were going to
apply for grants to try and build a Multi-
Use Games Area (MUGA). If we are
successful with our grant applications,
the money would finance a tarmac
court marked out for 5-a-side, tennis
and basketball. The goals could also
be used for hockey, there would be
cricket wickets in the netting at each
end and we may be able to supply vol-
leyball and badminton as well. We are
planning for a tarmac path from the
playing field gates and this would give
dry wheelchair/pushchair access to the
playground as well as the MUGA.
While the field is being disrupted, we
are hoping that some longstanding
drainage issues could be tackled.
So far we are pleased to say that we
have received a grant from Oxford-
shire County Council and a promise of
funding from the Ascott-under-Wych-
wood Village Charity, following their
successful Fun Run last month. The
village itself has raised money through
the Jubilee Lunch, pantomime 2012
and the car boot sale as well as
through kind individual donations. We
have applied to 6 other organisations
including WODC. We are currently
working on our bid to the Big Lottery
(Sport England Inspired Facilities).
WODC and Sport England would
make up most of the funding. If anyone

is aware of any other organisations
who might offer grants then we would
love to hear from you.
Ultimately the MUGA will only go
ahead if we raise enough money but
our contingency is to use what we do
raise to install some pieces of play
equipment which would appeal to chil-
dren (and playful adults!) of all ages.
We also aim to finish improving the
play surfaces. All will become clearer
by about Easter 2014 and we hope
that whatever work we can afford will
take place during the summer or early
autumn.
If we don’t manage to raise enough
money it won’t be for lack of trying or
lack of support – it will be just be-
cause money is tight everywhere at
the moment. We have had good feed-
back throughout the consultation
which has made us re-evaluate our
thinking at each stage. When the de-
cision was finally made in September
many of you sent us brilliant e-mails
of support which have been very valu-
able for our grant applications. So
thank you one and all – it really helps
our enthusiasm to keep going with the
grant applications.
We need all the help we can get for
the big Sport England application so,
if you haven’t already and if you want
our application to have the best
chance possible, get behind us and
e-mail your reasons for supporting a
MUGA on our playing field –
pippa.carter2@gmail.com). We espe-
cially want to hear from children –
their voices are so important. Thank
you all so much.

Parish Council

PROJECT SAFE PLAY



Ascott Grapevine

Page 53Village website: www.ascott-under-wychwood.org.uk

The District Council is exploring options to secure better high-speed
broadband coverage for rural West Oxfordshire.

Leader Cllr Barry Norton has announced that he wants the Council to
look at possible ways to invest funding to improve faster coverage for
more parts of the District for the benefit of residents and businesses.

Oxfordshire County Council has been working on a ‘Better Broadband’
project and recently appointed BT as its commercial partner to bring
£25m of improvements to high-speed broadband coverage across the
county.

In West Oxfordshire, the improvements will mean 88% of premises in the
District would be served by high-speed broadband.

Cllr Norton said he believed that support should be given to extend cov-
erage, where possible, to parts of the District not covered in the existing
contract “as this will bring huge benefits to the local economy in rural

High-speed broadband for
rural West Oxfordshire
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Did you know?
On the instructions of Lord Churchill
of Cornbury the Schoolhouse was
built in 1833. It comprised the school-
room and accommodation for the
schoolteacher. By 1836 it was known
as the National School. It was super-
seded by the new school (now Wind-
rush Valley School) in 1873 and the
infants schoolroom was added in
1879. The Schoolhouse then became
the residence of the schoolteacher
and the Reading Room for the village.

In 1945 Mrs Lewis who had been the
schoolteacher for several years and
lived in the Schoolhouse,

was succeeded by Mrs Clements who
then took over the Schoolhouse.  In
the garden of the Schoolhouse Mrs
Lewis had buried two pet tortoises
and erected gravestones in their
memory. Mrs Clements was not hap-
py with this arrangement and insisted
they should be removed. An argu-
ment ensued the outcome of which is
unknown. So are the tortoises’ re-
mains still in the garden and where
are the gravestones?

Wendy Pearse.

Vocation
A Rabbi was concerned that his eldest son seemed to be drifting about in
life without any purpose, so he decided to see if he could find out what his
son’s intentions for a vocation were.

Whilst his son was out, he placed a table in the hall and put on it a bottle of
whisky, a bag of money and a bible. He thought that if his son chose the
bottle of whisky he would start off in the distilling business, if he chose the
bag of money he would start off in the financial sector and if he chose the
bible he would become a Rabbi.

He waited, hidden behind a door, for his son to return. When eventually the
son came in he looked at the table for a moment and then proceeded to put
the bag of money in one pocket, the bottle of whisky in another and picked
up the bible and went upstairs.

The Rabbi was beside himself, “Oh! my goodness, he going to be-
come a catholic priest!”
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Ascott Church Harvest Tea
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ASCOTT COMMUNITY VILLAGE SHOP WINS
COOK FRANCHISE
The Ascott village shop has been appointed as an exclusive area agent for the
highly successful COOK range of “home” prepared straight from the freezer
meals. Founded in 1996 COOK now has 55 shops and 300 agents nation wide
yet still produces the meals with the ingredients and manner as if they were
produced in one’s own kitchen. The result is delicious meals especially for
those busy people although having one in the freezer just in case is also a
main reason for purchase. No need now to go to Witney just pop into Ascott!
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On Friday 16th October, Jean celebrat-
ed her 90th birthday with family and
friends at a family dinner in the
evening followed by afternoon tea on
the Saturday with friends.

Jean has always been, and still is,
very active, enjoying her garden giving
wonderful floral and hanging basket
displays.

Jean still continues to make her own
jams/preserves and also bakes most
wonderful cakes, chocolate and cof-
fee walnut being the family’s most
favoured and enjoyed by all.

Jean has always been a very hard
working lady, starting work at a
young age and continued until her
early 70’s, She sadly lost her hus-
band, Tom, at an early age but con-
tinued to raise her family to the best
of her ability. She enjoys the outside

Jean Stowe
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life, walking and visiting garden cen-
tres and until recently you would find
her busy blackberry picking, for her
jams, in the hedgerows, taking her

stick “to get the best ones down”, as
she would say!

Jean has lived in Ascott-under-Wych-
wood in the same house for 67 years
and has seen many changes. She is a
much loved grandmother to four
grandchildren and one great grandson
and a much loved mother and mother-
in-law.

Sandra Stowe

The Ascott Village Charity has an edu-
cational fund that is available to any
resident of the village who is taking up
further education either academically or
through a recognized apprenticeship
and could use a little help towards the
cost of books and/or equipment. This
funding is in the form of a one off sum
of money. To apply for funding you are
invited to contact any member of the
village charity trustees by email to initi-
ate contact, by a letter to either Stuart

Fox or Mark Dawbarn and left at the village shop for collection. All requests
are fully confidential and not means tested.

The other trustees are John Cull - johncull@wowmatters.com; Elaine Byles –
elaine.byles@bioch.ox.ac.uk; Pauline Marshall – pollyemarshall@gmail.com;
Keith Ravenhill – keith.ravenhill@talktalk.net; Sandra Timms -
se.timms@btinternet.com.

The Ascott Village Charity
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ANNIE HOLDEN CURTAINS AND BLINDS 01993830687 07989497253
www.anniescurtainsandblinds.co.uk Page 46

ASCOTT VILLAGE SHOP 01993831240 shop@ascottvillageshop.co.uk
www.ascottvillageshop.co.uk Page 61

BERTIE THE SWEEP 01993899143/07954180371 Page 44

BESPOKE VINTAGE TEA PARTIES 07967833979
hello@chippingnortonteaset.co.uk www.chippingnortonteaset.co.uk Page 55

BILL’S GARDEN & HANDYMAN Co. 01993830544/07929288000
billduckworth281@btinternet.com Page 43

COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK 01993823006
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk Page 23

DAVENPORTS 01367241903
www.davenportsbusinesscentre.co.uk Page 29

DRY STONE WALLING 01993881476/07980564508
drystonewalling@tomhazzledine.co.uk www.tomhazzledine.co.uk Page 46

FARMHOUSE B&B 01993831900 sally@college-farm.com Page 46

GROVES SHOP 01993830302 Alan shop mobile 07970262425
info@alfredgroves.co.uk www.grovesdiyshop.co.uk Page 54

GUITAR TUITION 01608646946/07947401997 www.paulcattell.co.uk
www.subwayband.co.uk paulcattellguitar@gmail.com Page 45

HOME TUTOR 01993830970 Page 26

IN2PETS 01993773111 www.in2pets.co.uk Page 25

INGRID RIDLEY B&B 01993830612/07952657906  ingrid@meadowbank–
ascott.co.uk www.meadowbank–ascott.co.uk Page 25

IVY’S FLORIST 01993830268 Page 25

LEAFIELD PICTURE FRAMING 01993878357 Page 44

Local Business Directory



MALLAMS ESTATE AGENTS 01993822666 burford@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk Page 46

MEADEN CREATIVE 01993831383 www.meadencreative.com Page 28

MILTON POST OFFICE 01993832243 Page 44

PUPPY SCHOOL 01993832343 puppyschoolwitney@yahoo.com Page 37

ROBERT GRIPPER 01993831960 robgripper@btinternet.com Page 38

ROSENEATH 01993774568 www.roseneathmusicschool.com Page 27

THE LOFT GALLERY 07941503519 www.lovethetree.co.uk Page 38

THE SWAN INN 01993832332 Page 32

TIDDY HALL 01993830612 Page 9

WITNEY SHUTTLE 08000434633 www.witneyshuttle.com Page 53

WYCHWOOD FLOWERS ESTATE AGENTS 01993824800
burford@wychwoodflowers.com www.wychwoodflowers.com Page 43

WYCHWOOD FUNERAL SERVICES 01993831557
info@wychwoodfuneralservices.co.uk Page 53

WYCHWOOD WROUGHT IRON 01993832850
www.wychwoodwroughtiron.com Page 42
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Events Calendar - 2013/14
Date Event
14th December 7.00pm Ascott Village Pantomime (Tiddy Hall)

24th December 6.00pm Carols around the Christmas Tree

31st December 8.00pm Swan New Year’s Eve Spectacular

25th January Tiddy Hall Anniversary Dance

1st February 8.00pm Wychwood Folk Club (The Swan)

15th February 8.00pm Wychwood Folk Club (The Swan)

22nd March 8.00pm Wychwood Folk Club (Tiddy Hall)

26th April 8.00pm Wychwood Folk Club (Tiddy Hall)


